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Ex-Hampton official arrested

Bryan Provencal facing disorderly
conduct, indecent exposure. 3A YJAIBE-00000s

COVID orders wind down

As California’s emergency ends, only a
handful of states retain measures. 6A
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NORTH HAMPTON — The petition
that began the eminent domain process
to take an easement across private land
for a cell tower was written by town
counsel at the request of the Select
Board, not by those who presented it.

The goal of the petition was to start
the process to take a 25-foot-wide ease-
ment across Lori and Ron Cotter’s Mill
Road property against their wishes to
gain access to the town-owned parcel
behind it. The hope was a private com-
pany would lease the town land to con-
struct a cell tower to improve the long-
standing problem of dead zones and in-
adequate cell service.

But contrary to what has been im-
plied by the Select Board’s silence and
comments, the initial eminent domain

petition was not generated by the resi-
dents who presented it to the board at
the end of its meeting on Dec. 12, 2022.

According to Town Administrator
Mike Tully, the petition was drafted by
Town Counsel Stephen Bennett at Tul-
ly’s request and with Select Board ap-
proval. It was the result of “inquiries
from residents about whether eminent
domain was something the town could
use to solve the issue of accessing town
land,” Tully said.

Tully explained he and board mem-

bers were repeatedly approached over
the years by safety personnel and resi-
dents regarding the lack of adequate cell
service in town. The issue came to a
head following a fatal car accident on
Atlantic Avenue, he said, when witness-
es were unable to access 911 because of
the cell service dead zone in that area.

Tully’s information is contrary to the
board’s silence on the petition’s origins
and comments Select Board member 

Select Board originated eminent domain bid
Failed petition written 
at request of members

Angeljean Chiaramida
Portsmouth Herald | USA TODAY NETWORK
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PORTSMOUTH — One main sus-
pect has emerged in city law enforce-
ment’s quest to identify those respon-
sible for defacing a slew of city busi-
nesses and places of worship around
downtown Portsmouth one week ago. 

A week after the far-reaching inci-
dent shook the city, Portsmouth Police
Detective Sgt. Kevin McCarthy said
Tuesday the list of buildings spray
painted with hateful graffiti has grown
to 17. A number of business owners and
leaders at places of worship woke up
last Tuesday, Feb. 21, to find their
buildings defaced with swastikas,
crosses and the Star of David, among
other symbols. 

A person, wearing a facemask, red
hooded sweatshirt, khaki pants and
white shoes with orange-rimmed
glasses, was caught on surveillance
footage walking up to buildings last
week and spray painting them with
hateful graffiti. Police reported last
week the acts occurred between 1:30
a.m. and 3:30 a.m. 

Though they’re working through
multiple persons of interest and inves-
tigative leads, the department pres-
ently believes the vandalism was car-
ried out by just one person. Police said
no one has been positively identified
yet and they are continuing to investi-
gate the matter.

McCarthy did not specify whether
the one main suspect has ties to Ports-
mouth. 

“I cannot reveal that at this time,” he
said.

The list of businesses targeted in
the graffiti attack includes Deadwicks,
3 Bridges Yoga, Cotillion Bureau, Grim
North Tattoo & Piercing, Macro Polo
and Cup of Joe Cafe & Bar, owned by 

See GRAFFITI, Page 2A

HATE GRAFFITI

Police, FBI
have main
suspect in
incident
Ian Lenahan
Portsmouth Herald | USA TODAY NETWORK

raised nearly $300,000, reaching the
point where it is looking for land to
build a home, according to Laurie McIn-
tosh, its executive director. 

Andrew Long of Alton also wants to
see Our Place succeed.

“I’m 29 years old, almost 30 in June,
and just want to have a place to call my
own, like anyone else would at my age,”
Long said. “I can’t do it on my own, I
need people there to help me be safe
and a part of the community, to help me
get to my job. I volunteer at the Cocheco
Valley humane society, I give back.
Don’t I deserve a chance, too? Our Place
seems like it might be my chance.”

Long said sometimes he feels like a
burden to his family. 

“I cannot do everything on my own,
go anywhere on my own. Even though
they don’t want me to feel that way, I
can’t help it. I’m hoping Our Place might

DOVER — Our Place is looking for
their place, a permanent home for
adults with intellectual developmental
disabilities in the greater Seacoast who
have aged out of support available for
children.

“I want to live at Our Place because I
want to be independent and live with
my friends,” Sam Cousins said. “We can
talk, play games and watch TV and eat
dinner!”

Cousins, who is 30, lives with her
parents in Stratham. The Our Place
nonprofit organization is working hard
to provide the home she and her friends
want, and to give parents confidence
their adult children with disabilities
have a safe home and a bright future.

Founded in 2019, Our Place has

be just the thing to give all of us some
hope ... and an apartment that lets me
not feel like a burden and be like every-
one else,” he said. “What’s going to hap-
pen to me when my family isn’t here
anymore or are too old to help me? I feel
bad saying that, but it is true. It feels
scary. Especially because with a little
help, I can do it. Mom and Dad can feel
less afraid. Our Place gives us all hope.”

Long is a comedian and said he has
done many shows, some for hundreds
of people at a time. 

“Governor Sununu’s wife invited me
to perform for a state event this past
summer,” Long said. “I work. I volun-
teer. I ski. I like kayaking. I have a girl-
friend. I want what most people want,
to have a place to call their own. I just
need a little help.”

OUR PLACE OFFERS
INDEPENDENT LIVING

See OUR PLACE, Page 2A

Sam Cousins, of Stratham, hopes to be
a resident of Our Place when the
project to build a home for adults with
intellectual developmental disabilities
becomes reality. PROVIDED PHOTOS

Andrew Long, 29, of Alton, who is a
comedian, believes living at Our Place
would allow his parents to worry less
about his future.

Peter Zoellick, 33, of South Hampton,
believes moving to Our Place, a home
envisioned for adults with intellectual
developmental disabilities, would be
best for his future.

Nonprofit to build Seacoast home for adults with disabilities
Karen Dandurant
Foster’s Daily Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK
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Jim Maggiore made at a hearing on Feb.
2.

Maggiore was asked by Kirsten Lar-
sen Schultz: “So, two people wrote it,
had a lawyer write it; the town didn’t
write it?” To which Maggiore respon-
ded, “Correct,” then went on to say, “The
town was not involved in any part of
that.”

“I absolutely misspoke,” Maggiore
said Monday when asked about the con-
tradiction. “I didn’t clarify what she was
asking.”

Maggiore said he was referring to the
fact that the board didn’t physically
write the Dec. 12 petition themselves,
though he acknowledged Tully inter-
ceded with Bennett to have it written at
the board’s request and expense.

According to Maggiore, resorting to
eminent domain taking was brought to
town officials by residents. When Tully
discussed it with board members, they
told him to go to Bennett and start the
process if Bennett believed the situation
qualified for an eminent domain taking
according to state law.

Maggiore said this and previous Se-

lect Boards have wrestled with the sub-
ject of poor cell service for decades.

The reason to act now through emi-
nent domain was the result of the fatal
accident, he said.

In Maggiore’s defense, at no public
meeting did Select Board members Jon-
athan Pinette or James Sununu mention
the board had the eminent domain pet-
ition written. Following Larsen Schultz’s
inquiry Pinette didn’t comment. Nor did
Sununu on Feb. 13, when the board dis-
cussed the issue. Sununu didn’t attend
the Feb. 2 hearing but said he had
watched the meeting via video.

Board takes eminent domain off
the table for now

At the Feb. 13 meeting, the board de-
cided not to move forward at this time
with the eminent domain taking of the
Cotters’ easement. There are too many
unanswered questions, they said, as
well as new offers on the table from resi-
dents willing to work with the town to
site towers on their private land.

Those issues, the public outcry and
two questions on the March 14 Town
Meeting ballot intended to stop the emi-
nent domain process have the board
holding off as they reconsider their op-
tions.

On Monday, the board officially voted
not to proceed with the eminent domain
petition. But they didn’t vote not to use
eminent domain to facilitate a cell tower
in the future, either on the Cotters’ prop-
erty or elsewhere.

Ensuring cell service is still consid-
ered a matter of public safety to the
board, one they feel must be addressed,
according to Sununu’s comments on
Feb. 13.

North Hampton spent $26,650.25
on eminent domain issue

The town spent $26,650.25 on the
eminent domain proceedings, accord-
ing to Tully. That includes the cost of at-
torney’s fees, design and an $8,000 ap-
praisal of the Cotters’ property, commis-
sioned on Oct. 13 through Bennett- two
months before the eminent domain pet-
ition was filed.

David Maxson, the consultant work-
ing with the Select Board on the issue
and present at both public hearings, to
date has not been compensated by the
town for his services, according to Tully.

Both Tully and Maggiore admit the
brouhaha that erupted when the power
of eminent domain raised its head in
town was not unexpected. Yet, it opened
the problem to public comment, which

has proven fruitful.
Maggiore said from the beginning he

knew the process would be very contro-
versial, especially in New Hampshire.

“In the ‘Live Free or Die,’ state, emi-
nent domain might not be the most seri-
ous authority government has, but I’d
say it’s in the top two,” Maggiore said.

But, they added, the petition, no mat-
ter who drafted it, began the process
spelled out by New Hampshire law for
taking land by eminent domain. It be-
gan a dialogue, they said, both pro and
con, with townspeople voicing their
concerns, preferences and solutions.

According to Maggiore, he heard the
will of the many “loud and clear,” at
those hearings. Further, he said, the
process led to possible new options for
siting cell towers that won’t require emi-
nent domain.

To Tully and Maggiore, that means
the process is working.

“A public hearing is created as a safe
place for all residents to have the ability
to speak and be heard,” Tully said.
“Though difficult at times, I can think of
no better place to have the uncomfort-
able conversations which assist in
shaping the direction our government
moves in.”

Board
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city Assistant Mayor Joanna Kelley.
Last Friday, with help from local advo-
cates, Kelley hosted a "Love Blooms
Here" event at her shop, passing out
flowers to the general public for them to
bring to affected businesses and places
of worship in efforts to combat hatred. 

According to McCarthy, a “Black
Lives Matter” mural outside a Marcy
Street home was defaced, in addition to
a personal political sign in the same
area. 

Community provides surveillance
video footage to police

After police put out a public call last

week asking for security camera footage
from numerous areas in and around
downtown, the department now has
several hundred gigabytes of surveil-
lance intelligence aiding their investiga-
tion.

In their request for footage, police
asked for surveillance from the follow-
ing locations: The portion of the down-
town between Deer, Middle and Court
streets, with additional areas Marcy
Street, Summer Street through Miller
Avenue and the surrounding streets;
South Street from Miller Avenue to Mar-
cy Street; Marcy Street from Court
Street to New Castle Avenue and Maple-
wood Avenue towards Woodbury Ave-
nue.

“I thank the people of Portsmouth for
the surveillance they sent in, and we are
still interested in any footage anybody
has,” McCarthy added.

The increased presence of hate group
activity in the city and around the Sea-
coast by a recognized neo-Nazi group
known as the Nationalist Social Club, or
NSC-131, has caused speculation as to
whether any actors in the graffiti inci-
dent are affiliated with the group.

“I still don't have any specific infor-
mation that that group is involved, but
I’m not ruling it out and not ruling it in,”
McCarthy said.

City police, along with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, were canvass-
ing throughout Portsmouth on Tuesday
as part of their examination of the inci-
dent. 

Police Commission: 'Hate has no
home in Portsmouth'

Stefany Shaheen, chairperson of the
Portsmouth Police Commission, com-

mended city police Monday evening for
“aggressively and deliberately” investi-
gating the hateful barrage.

“Those investigations are underway,
they’re ongoing, they will continue. As
we have said, as the chief has said loud-
ly, as the commission said, hate crimes
have no place anywhere,” Shaheen said.
“They certainly have no place in Ports-
mouth, and we very much hope the in-
vestigations will lead to our ability as a
community to address the crimes that
occurred and (prosecute) the person
who committed those crimes, person or
people.”

The New Hampshire Attorney Gener-
al’s Office is investigating the incident
in tandem with the Portsmouth Police
Department. 

Members of the public with informa-
tion about the incident can contact Mc-
Carthy at (603) 610-7656.

Graffiti
Continued from Page 1A

“I want my own place. I’m too old to
live with my mom,” said Peter Zoellick,
33, of South Hampton.

Why Seacoast parents felt
urgency to start Our Place

McIntosh said Our Place has made a
lot of progress since a group of parents
got together in 2019 to try to find hous-
ing for their adult children. They discov-
ered New Hampshire did not have a plan
for all the adults with intellectual devel-
opmental disabilities (IDD) who were
living with their parents. 

“When COVID struck, and people
over 65 were getting very sick, these
parents were reminded of their mortal-
ity and the fact that they needed to find
secure, supportive housing for their
adult children,” McIntosh said. “Most of
these adults with IDD have attended
public schools and along with academ-
ics, learned social skills as well as daily
living and vocational skills. These are
adults living in our community who re-
quire housing just as much as anyone
else. However, their income levels make
it difficult for them to afford market-rate
housing.”

The parents created Our Place. Its
board of directors looked around the
state and found only a few places where
people with IDD could find supportive
housing and live with or near their
peers. One of these, Visions for Creative
Housing Solutions, in Enfield, became
the model they decided to try to repli-
cate on the Seacoast. 

“We are doing this so our people have
support to live as independently as pos-
sible, with overnight support,” McIn-
tosh said. “Ideally, there will be trans-
portation to their jobs and we can pro-
vide assistance with their activities of
daily living, like meals.”

What is the vision for Our Place? 

Luckily, McIntosh said, Visions of
Enfield had a written toolkit the Our
Place parents could use as a model for
their first project. The model is not a
group home or mini-institution. Ten
tenants would have their own apart-
ments with one or two people and be in-
tegrated into the community with jobs
and recreational activities suited to
their skills and interests.

“It is like a family,” McIntosh said.
“We like that there is someone there
24/7 just in case someone needs help.”

Our Place is envisioned to have a
common kitchen, dining and living
room. It could be in one building or mul-
tiple smaller buildings, and located near
public transportation or offer parking
for staff cars and a van. Being located
near a downtown area would be a plus
so residents could walk to jobs or recre-
ational activities. The project is planned
to be financed with a capital campaign
and grant funding.

Our Place also has a vision for a sec-
ond housing project, teaming up with
Regan Development of New York. The
vision, McIntosh said, is for Regan to
build affordable housing with 40 units
on 3-6 acres of property, including 10 of
the units for adults with developmental
disabilities scattered across the build-
ing. There would be an office area for

staff and a community room for activ-
ities to be used by all tenants. Regan
would finance this project, she said.

Where Our Place stands financially

Our Place worked to become a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit and participated in the NH
Gives online fundraiser annually since
2020, raising $120,000, according to
McIntosh. In 2022, it hosted the first
Our Place comedy show at The Brook
casino in Seabrook, raising more than
$74,000 between the event itself and
35% of the gaming proceeds from that
week at The Brook, she said.

Our Place’s total fundraising has
reached $290,000, she said, and the or-
ganization is ready to move into Phase 2
of its project, which is property devel-
opment. It assembled a group of volun-
teers to look for property in the Seacoast
area to build a home for 10 adults with
IDD. Meanwhile, McIntosh said, Our
Place is also working with Regan Devel-
opment on the 40-unit project, which
would feature affordable housing units.

“This project would include an office
for staff and a community room for all
building tenants where facilitation of
inclusive activities could take place,”
she said. 

She noted Visions received donated
land for its latest project.

“We can’t expect someone to give us

property, but we would love it if we
could find property before it goes on the
market,” she said. “That way, we could
run our capital campaign during a peri-
od of site control before purchasing.”

Alternative solutions for young
adults with IDD present
challenges

McIntosh said some families have ex-
perience settling their loved ones in
apartments in the Seacoast area and ar-
ranging for them to have support ser-
vices through an agency. 

“However, this model has its prob-
lems,” she said. “Recently, with staff
shortages, people have been left alone
for days at a time and loneliness causes
them to be depressed. The lack of over-
night support means that the only op-
tion for some people is to call 911 if they
have a problem such as a fall or they be-
come ill. Another model is called En-
hanced Family Care, which is like adult
foster care. This model suffers from
poor oversight and caregivers who often
decide to give it up after a short time.”

McIntosh said many adults with IDD
don’t need constant supervision. They
want to live on their own, but it helps to
have someone checking in to make sure
they are on schedule and able to com-
plete necessary tasks. With the model
Our Place envisions, staff can help sev-
eral people at once. For instance, said
McIntosh, one staff person can help
several people get ready for work in the
morning, each in their own apartment,
which is much more economical. Ten-
ants can enjoy group recreational activ-
ities and go to the grocery store together.

How to help

Donations for Our Place are being ac-
cepted through the donate button at
ourplacenh.org. For information, call
603-617-6900 or email info@ourpla-
cenh.org.

Our Place
Continued from Page 1A

The Our Place board,
from left, Leigh Rohde,
Amy Ferris, Mike
Bennett, Laurie
McIntosh (executive
director), Janette
Desmond, Maria
Cousins has raised
nearly $300,000 toward
creating a home for
adults with intellectual
developmental
disabilities. PROVIDED


